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INTRODUCTION Rwanda is one of the poorest and most densely settled

countries in sub-Saharan Africa (US Department of State 2009). Food

lnsedurlfy IS one of the challenges facing the rural communities. To provide

H mdre food to communities, the government of Rwanda has embarked on
‘ | 'pmmerCJal rlee farming, constructing dams, reservoirs and canals to

‘w irrigate the rice fields of Rural Sector Support Projects (RSSP).

Figure 1. Blomphalarla
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schemes often leads to increase transmission of diseases such

Ho everr,r‘ncreasmg crop vyield through establishment of irrigation
as\SChistosomiasis (Ofoezie, 2002).

Bulinus natalensis

I‘r gation schemes modify fresh water environments,
favouring the survival and reproduction of fresh water
snails (Steinmann et al., 2006). Many species of
freshwater snails act as intermediate hosts of
Schistosoma, a parasite posing a public health
- risk to humans and livestock.
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Figure 4. The Rwempasha Sectc;r with the

cercariae shedding. Schist er identified
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